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Director-General /A

UNESCO “N[S[:l]

Message

on the occasion of International Mother Language Day

Inclusive Education through and with Language -- Language Matters

21 February 2015

2015 marks the 15th anniversary of International Mother Language Day - this is also a turning
point year for the international community, as the deadline for the Millennium Development
Goals, when countries will define a new global sustainable development agenda.

The focus for the post-2015 agenda must fall on the priority of advancing quality education for
all -- widening access, ensuring equality and inclusiveness, and promoting education for global
citizenship and sustainable development. Education in the mother language is an essential
part of achieving these goals - to facilitate learning and to bolster skills in reading, writing and
mathematics. Taking this forward requires a sharper focus on teaching training, revisions of
academic programmes and the creation of suitable learning environments.

UNESCO takes forward these goals across the world. In Latin America, with the United Nations
Children's Fund, UNESCO is promoting inclusive education through bilingual intercultural
approaches, in order to include both native and non-native cultures. For the same reasons, the
UNESCO Regional Bureau for Education in Asia and the Pacific, based in Bangkok, Thailand,
is working to deepen understandings of multilingual education based on the mother tongue,
across the region and further afield. Mother tongue education is force for quality learning - it is
also essential to bolster multilingualism and respect for linguistic and cultural diversity in
societies that are transforming quickly.

Since 2000, there has been tremendous progress to reach the goals of Education for All. Today,
we must look ahead -- to complete unfinished business and to tackle new challenges.
International Mother Language Day is a moment for all of us to raise the flag for the
importance of mother tongue to all educational efforts, to enhance the quality of learning and
to reach the unreached. Every girl and boy, every woman and man must have the tools to
participate fully in the lives of their societies -- this is a basic human right and it is a force for
the sustainability of all development.

/p"aﬁ 537’5’@

Irina Bokova
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Head and Representative
UNESCO Office, Dhaka

Message

2015 marks the 15th anniversary of International Mother Language Day. It was the strong initiative
of Bangladesh that International Mother Language Day (IMLD) was proclaimed 15 years back in
the 30th session of the General Conference of UNESCO, and recognized by the UN General
Assembly in its resolution establishing 2008 as the International Year of Languages.

The United Nations as a whole has a mission to promote linguistic diversity and multilingualism. By
its mandate, UNESCO attaches great importance to the preservation and utilization of languages
as the most important tool for communication and the means to transmit and preserve the cultural
diversity of the world. Indeed languages have always been at the heart of UNESCO's mission and
are mentioned in the very first Article of UNESCO's Constitution where the Organization is called
upon to counteract any language-related discrimination. UNESCO is called upon "to contribute to
peace and security by promoting collaboration among the nations through education, science and
culture...without distinction of race, sex, language or religion", and through "the wide diffusion of
culture” and provision of "full and equal opportunities for education for all". This year at UNESCO's
70th anniversary this remains valid and important.

In recognition of the importance of language, all sectors of UNESCO, education, natural sciences
and social and human sciences, culture and communication have developed language related
programmes.

UNESCO Director General, Mrs. Irina Bokova, reminds us this year on the occasion of International
Mother Language Day, that "since 2000, there has been a tremendous progress to reach the goals
of Education for All. Today, we must look ahead - to complete unfinished business and to tackle
new challenges. International Mother Language Day is a moment for all to raise the flag for the
importance of mother tongue to all educational efforts, to enhance the quality of learning and to
reach the unreached. Every girl and boy, every woman and man must have the tools to participate
fully in the lives of their societies - this is a basic human right and it is a force for the sustainability
of development.”

UNESCO is appreciative with the ongoing efforts and commitment of the Government of Bangladesh
in the cause of international mother language which is also expressed with the establishment of the
International Mother Language Institute (IMLI) in Dhaka which will observe the International Mother
Language Day 2015 with a three-day long programme including an international seminar on the
"Preservation and Promotion of Mother Languages and Multilingualism: Scope to Make IMLI as a
Research Hub"

b, el

Beatrice Kaldun
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A central feature of
any meaningful
minority language
revival is its

teaching and the

calibre and skills of

those who carry out

the courses elc.

Adults Are The Key
Finlay M. Macleod

Introduction

My name is Finlay M. Macleod, I am from Scotland and a long time advocate

and worker for the revival and maintenance of the Gaelic language and

culture and from this stance, may I place before you the following information.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

In 1872 there were some 230,000 Gacelic speakers in Scotland with another
1,000,000 or so scattered throughout the world.

The Education Act of 1872 was enacted without any reference to Gaelic
whatsoever.

Prior to its enactment there were a number of Gaelic schools, however The
Education Act of 1872 systematically went out of its way to kill the
language off entirely; various methods were used such as belting children
who voiced any Gaelic, the hanging of a Goat's or a Sheep's skull around
the neck of any child that used Gaelic. As one would expect Gaelic
speaking numbers began and continued to drop and as a result, today there
are some 60,000 Gaelic speakers in Scotland.

Native speakers can only be created in a home where at least one parent
has gained a fluency in the minority language before the child is born.

Without question, adults are the key factor in the revival of most minority
languages, added to which the popular misconception which states that
children learn quicker, whereas in actual fact, adults learn a second or
even a third language at least 10 times faster than children. This statement
of course recognises that this only happens in a conductive environment,
with innovative courses, stimulating materials and resources, administered
by well trained inspirational tutors.

In my experience speed is of the essence in saving an endangered
language, be it Gaelic or any other and the fact that adults can
breakthrough to speaking a second language remarkably quickly; in fact,
months rather than years is quite achievable, this of course presumes that
high speed learning and the factors outlined in number four are all in place.

New native speakers can be created but it will require us, to begin with
parents actually speaking the said language from day one of a child's life,
followed by a review of the work so as to achieve a holistic approach.

“afddt-205¢ | @3




9)

10)

11)
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8) Formal education establishments such as

schools, colleges, universities etc. do an
the
learning they deliver is of an academic not a

excellent job, however, language
social nature and this is not the area we are
discussing on this occasion.

It is my absolute belief regarding my own
Scottish situation, that any meaningful
Gaelic language and cultural revival, will
require a wealth of pre-birth language
courses that facilitate prospective parents to
learn Gaelic before the child is born; what is
needed also, are a great number of ongoing
Gaelic In The Home, Altram Courses,
Gaelic activities groups and a focus on
Family Language Action Plans.

[ also believe the information given above.
will travel readily and work well with

almost any other worldwide minority
language.

the
acquisition are the resources and materials

Underpinning work of language
etc. which include a wide and stimulating
range of manuals, handbooks, road maps,
language trackers: all deal with the lifestyle,
family. daily language usage, training
handbooks viewed from the student, tutor,
parent or family perspectives.

The various lifestyles that most adults have
these days, means that we can with ease
teach most languages by way of the
endlessly flexible and
Plus

methodologies (TIP) as created by Moray

user-friendly Total

Immersion strategies and

Language Centre.

Another key factor to the success of
language revival is the need to draw in
whole communities and provide them with

Tfdar-205¢

13)

14)

15)

16)

specific courses, materials and resources
etc.; yet another important objective we
must focus on, are those who are highly
committed and want to become fluent in a

language and as quickly as possible.

A central feature of any meaningful minority
language revival is its teaching and the
calibre and skills of those who carry out the
courses etc. I am referring to the tutors, their
training, mentoring, a variety of specialised
courses,

methodologies, strategies and

support.

We need to engage with native minority
language speakers, especially older ones, in
order to harness their language expertise and
thus reap the benefits of their skills; an
excellent strategy for enriching any minority
language.

Sustainable language acquisition can only
be fully accomplished on full time courses:
part time courses arguably are less than "fit
for purpose”, realistically however, no one
seriously wants to spend 10, 20 or 30 years
learning any language, albeit a second or
third.

We also have in Scotland evening classes and
block courses however, they do not work
well, in actual fact. they simply do not
produce nearly enough fluent speakers and
within an acceptable time frame.

Moreover, traditional language learning
methods are not only slow and ultimately
demotivating, but also have an unacceptably
high dropout rate that translates into less
than 1% of adults reaching any kind of
fluency: it is also a tragic waste of time,
effort, money and people; the language in
question is not served well either.




17)

18)

19)

20)

21)

22)

Consideration and development of a second
language centred social, cultural, interests,
hobbies, are essential; again, an excellent
strategy for enriching and adding diversity
to any minority language acquisition.

We have after many years of research learnt
that it requires at least five fluent speakers
living in close proximity and using Total
Immersion Plus (TIP) strategies and
methodologies for any lasting language
revival.

Within our own Gaelic acquisition field we
"Gaelic Only "
environment; absolutely essential if learners

maintain a strictly
are to get to grips with it and at the same
time gain a respect for the language and the
part it will play in their own lifestyle.

During the conversational Gaelic learning
phase there is no contact with reading,
writing, grammar etc., in fact books are not
acceptable in the learning space.

Interestingly enough, in Nova Scotia having
begun in 2006 there are now in 2015 some
1,200 and rising fluent speakers; the success
they now enjoy rests largely on their use of
and commitment to Total Immersion Plus

strategies and methodologies (TIP).

It is a sad fact that only a tiny percentage of
children who have been through the Gaelic
immersion in primary school and high
schools, are then able to pass Gaelic to their
children, when they themselves reach
adulthood.

It used to be thought that children would be
the way to pass Gaelic onto their parents,
the undeniable fact is that it is parents who
pass the language onto their children, not the

other way about.

'rﬁ'?ﬁﬂﬂe o
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What Success Looks Like
When It Comes To Reviving
Minority Languages

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Adults and children using a minority
language on a daily basis, this means all
family members conversing with each other
in the said language in a casual and natural
way in the home, out on social occasions,
trips, holidays, visiting etc.

Moving on to the community aspect, the
principle here is much the same as above,
though here things will be on a much larger
scale, as well as there being many more
language usage opportunities such as shops,
work, doctor/dentist, etc.

Students learning and becoming fluent in the
language at high speed and then being able
to pass on the language to others.

An ever expanding innovative range of

training courses, specialised courses,
materials, resources, support agencies; also
a growing and readily available portfolio of
quality manuals, handbooks, guides ete. Of
course there will also be a rising demand for
highly skilled personnel able to deliver such
a high performance service; job creation is
also an attractive feature within this

scenario.

Children having the minority language as
the first language, thus by way of these
newly created native fluent speakers, there
is a good chance of it being sustained in the
face of the majority language.

A growing number of educational
establishments at every level offering a rich
assortment of minority language courses etc,

for both learner and fluent speaker.
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7) High quality training, advice and support are 8) A healthy supply of funding sources
also fundamental to the quality and adequately serving minority language
performance of Gaelic acquisition and in agencies, interests, students etc.

order to achieve this objective there is a

requirement for tutors to be On 6 month 9) If all the above comes into being, thus an

training courses and for tutor trainers, an "Endangered Minority Language" stops

additional 6 months training will also be a being endangered.

requirement.
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