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MINISTER :
-sl-f' 1“'.".'
Ministry of Foreign Affairs f %
Government of the People's . bt '
Republic of Bangladesh
Message

| s dlelighted to besmm that International Mother Language Institute 6 going o publish a
Souvenir on the occasion of the celebration of the Intemetional Maother Language Dy 201,

On this glomons Day. 1 recall with deep respect the grestest Bengali of all times, Father
of the Nation Bangabamdtn Sheikh Mujbar Babmumn who inspired the Bergali people o
dresm of o free motherdand ond, through his brlliam poliges) seovities from 1947 (o
1971, brought sbout the mosi glonous évant in ihi hisiory of our naiion, ihe
Ind¢pendence of Bangledesh. The hisworic Language Movement of 1932 was the
beginning as well as the umiog poine of our struggle for self=determinaton amd
independence. | recall with deep reverence all linguage marmyrs including Rafig, Salam,
Barkat, Jabbar who sacnficed ther Lves Tor the canse of o mother (onguee,

Immediately after ithe independence in 1971, Bangla wis declured our stale lnoguage n
1972, Bangabandhu delivered his maiden specch in Bangh on 25 September 1974 ai the
2Uth session of the General Assembly of the United Matione and thus introduced Bangla
ofresh b the world.

The spirit of “Amor Floshey" or "Muother Language Day” spresd throughout the world
wiien ﬂunng the first temore of H;ngn‘l‘nndlm"\. 4.|.||.uE|1:|.|:r andl Promne Mimister Sheikh
Hasing, in 1999, the UNESCO declared 21 Februnry s The Intemational Miother
Language Day'. The Day is now observed all over the world not oply for the
remembrince of the sacrifice of the languuge miatyrs of Bangladesh but also w bispire
citizens of the world 1o use and protect their mother oague as well 48 10 respect others’
minther longue,

| am alzo happy to know that this year UNESCO will observe the Intemotional Mother
Language Day 2008 with the theme “Linguianic diversicy amd mainiiingwalism counr for
sustaimalle development™ This has clear reference o the S04 4.7 and will contribute o
ensure a sustamnable future for all oo earth. We all are aware that many longuages are
becoming valnerable and are an the verge of extinction. We shoulkd, therefore, try 1o
protect and promote the languages of even smaller linguistic groups o mantun the
Linguastic diversaity.

On this glorious Day, | congramlue all, especially members of different linguistic
comTmumites arotnd the wosrld,

Joy Bangls, Joy Bangabandhu, : ; g IE

{Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali, sLE)
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Director-General : t l
UNESCD —

Uniftad Metionrs
Educational, Scigrtifc and
Cufurgl Orgenieation

Message

O the Occasion of International Mother Language [Day
21 February 2018

Today, UNESCO marks the nineteenth International Mother Language Duy. This is an
opportunity 1o recall our Organization’s commitment to defending and promoting
|amguages.

A language is far more than a means of communication; it 1= the very condition of our
huemanity. (ur values, our beliefs and our identity are embedded within i It i< through
language that we transmsit our experiences, our traditions and our knowledge. The diversity
of [nnpuages reflects the incontestable wealth of our imaginations and ways of life,

In crder 1o preserve and vitalize this essentinl component of the inmngible harnage of
humanity, UNESCO his been actively engaged for many yeam in the defence of
limgnaistic divessity and the promotion of malibingenl educaion,

This commitment concerts mother languages i particulor, which shupe mllions of
developing young minds, and sre the indispensable vector for inclusion in the human
cammumnity, firstat the local level, then at the global level,

UNESCO thus suppoets language policies, particulary in maltilingusl countnes, which
promote mother langsages and indigenous languages. It recommends the use of these
lunguuges from the first years of schooling, becouse childien learn best in their mother
langnage. It also encourages their use in public spaces and especially on the Intemet,
where multilinguulism shonld become the mle. Everyone, regardless of their first
language, shoukd be able 1o nccess resources in cyber space and build onbine
COMMmunines of :];ch.a.ng: and di;ﬂrjgur, Tm.tn!-, this 5 ome of the lll.ll._i:lr ;'EI.II].'r:ﬂj_!i:-'E af
sustainable development, at the heart of the United Nations 2030 Agenda,

Every two weeks, one of the world's languages disappears. and with it goes pan of our
human history and culivral heritage. Promoting multilingualism also helps o siop this
progrommed extinetion.

In the wonderful words of Nelson Mandela, “IT you @ik (o o man in a language he
understands, that goes 1o bis head. If you talk o him in his language, that poes o his
heant™. On the occaston of this intermational day, UNESCO invites its Member States to
celebrate, through o vanety of educational and cultural initiatives, the inguistic diversity
and moitilinguadism that make up the living wealth of our weorld,

Ms Audrey Asoulay
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Head and Representative | I E s : |
UNESCO Dhaka Offics TS

Educatonal, Scientlic and
Cuitural Organization

Message

With the strong initiative of Bangladesh, International Mother Langoage Dy wis
proclaimed by UNESCO in 1999, and since almost 200 years 21 February is being
celebrated by UNESCO, our member siates and worldwide as annual observance
promote awirencss of linguistc and cultural diversity and mother tongue-based
multiingal education.

To strengthen the message, doch year o different themne b the ares of Tocus. In 2008, the
therng of bvemational Mother Languege Day 5 "Lloguistic diversity and mubibingoualiso
count for sustainable development™.

UNESCO  highly apprecistes the effors and commitment of the Government of
Bangladesh in the cause of imternational mother language, multilingual education and
lingumtic diversity tangibly expressad with the establishment of the Imermational Mother
Langaage Institute (IMLL in Dhaka, which is & calegory 2 institule under the auspices- of
UNESCD since Movember 2005, ML i commitied 0 forher the development and
ctrengthening of sducation syetems by paving special anention 10 the promotion of
mother language education and leaming, and in conducting research for the
documentation and development of mother languages of the world 3 promoie
multilinguel education,

UNESCO greatly appreciates the commitment of IMLI 1o observe International Mother
Lonpuage Day with a variety of events that engage and raise awareness shout promoting
linzuistic diversity and mother langusges. In 2018 the observance spans over four days
of inter-comnected events, including an opening coremony, an intemational Scminar on
“Langunge Documentation and Revitalization™. a nattonal seminar on “Multilingual
Edueation and Netional Development™, and a children's af competion.

UNESCO wishes to comgratulate the Government of Bangladesh and IMLI in their efforts,
noe only for the 21 Febroary, bat thioughout the year, in furthering the linguistic
diversity and mulilinguaiism that make up the living wealth of our world, UNESCO
Dbk Office ix commitied 1o support you in this joomey.

B, \adde

{Beatrice Kaldun j
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Multilingualism and National Development
1. B. Disanayaka®

Introduction

As a Sri Lankan, | feel happy to be in Bangladesh on the UNESCD
Maother Language Day for two simple reasons. Firstly, | belong to
the ethnic group known as the Sinhalese who trace their origins to
vour land which was then called *Vanga'. 'Vanga® is the name used
in Pali chronicles written in the fifth century ACE.

The Sinhalese call themselves ‘Sinhala® because they believe that
they descend from a prince named Vijaya who was the grandson of
a lion, sinha, who roamed the jungles of Vanga. Hence the symbaol
of the lion is found in our national flag.

Vanga has been identified as the land that covers the modern state
of West Bengal and modern Bangladesh. In the distant past, Vanga
was not & part of Bharat (India). It was an independent kingdom
which was not included among the sixteen maha-jfanapadas (great
states) mentioned in the Buddhist literature. | have a feeling that
Bengal was made a part and parcel of India by the East India Com-
pany of England in the mid-18th century®.

*Long before the advent of the British East India Company in India, Bengal
was an integral part of the Delhi Sultanate in the medieval age. In the times
of the great Mughals, especially from Emperor Jahangir onward Bengal was
one of the richest and prosperous Subahs (province) of that Empire.— Editor,

“East Bengal region, present-day Bangladesh”, writes Prof. Afia Dil,
“is an ancient land historically known as Bang (Vang) as part of the
vast delta of the river Padma open to tidal waves tfrom the bay and

=Profecior Emeritug, Department of Sinhala, University of Colombo, S Lanka
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people used to build al (a ridge for protecting against floods) and
thus the area came to be known as Bang-al. In the pre-Christian era
Rig Veda, the name appears as Vanga. It was during the British
period in the mid- |8 century that it came 1o be spelled as Bengal.
It was known along with Babylon, Egypt and China as an arca rich
m cross-cultural heritage and inter-cultural contacts by land and sea
routes. It is an historical fact that in ancient times the region was not
looked upon as part of the so-called Bharat (India) but more a part
of Eastern Asia” (Bengali Nursery Rhyvmes © An Imternational
Perspective, Adorn Publication, Dhaka, 2010, p. 12)

So today, 1 am happy to be back in my ancestral land, Vanga, to see
my distant relatives.

Secondly, as a child 1 used to sing a Sinhala folk song that has a
reference to a country called “Bangalade:se:” which | think is our
name for your country even before you began to call your country,
Bangladesh. The folk song is a dialogue composed of two questions
and two answers. The first question and answer run thus in Sinhala;

“Olinda tibenne: kovkovde:se?
Olinda tibenne: bangalide:se. "

( Where do you find liquorice?
Liquorice is found in bangalide:se:”

The second gquestion and answer run thus:

“Genathhadunne: kovkoyde:se?
Genathhadanne: Sinhala de:se:”
(Where do you plant liguorice?
It is planted in sinhalade:se:™)

This folk song refers 10 a kind of seed known as liquorice, olinda.
One wants 1o find out where elinda grows, He is told that ofinda
grows in Banela-desh,

Then he is asked where it will be planted? He is told that it will be
planted in Sinhala-de:se, the land of the Sinhalese.

I am at a loss to understand the precise meaning of this dialogue, Tt
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implies that liguorice grows in abundance in Hangali-de:se, and
that it will be brought from there and planted in Sinhala-de:se.
What matters is that it refers to a land (dezse) called Bangli,
Bangla-de:sh. It also refers to a land called Sinhala-de:se. the land
of the Sinhala. Sri Lanka has been called “Sinhala dvipa’ (Island of
the Sinhalese) in the past. So this is a folk poem that links our two
lands.

Liguorice, sometimes called Indian liquorice ( Abrusprecatorius), is
a creeper that bears a red coloured seed that 15 used in a folk game
known as ‘efindakeliva’, which was once very popular among
women of the royalty. Fifty-six seeds are used in this game which
is played on a wooden board that has 14 holes in two rows (seven in
each row). These seeds were also used as the smallest of jewellers
weights. Was there any kind of game in Bangladesh using liquorice?

Today we are here on a mission: to share our experience as (wo
multilingual nation-states in achieving a common goal: national
development. We meet here on a day of special significance, the
International Mother Language Day, a day that gave birth to a new
nation-state, Bangladesh.

In this paper, | will focus my attention on four main themes: language
as the most distinctive feature of the human race, language as a
symbol of ethnic wdentity. multilingualism, and finally, national
development.

Language as the most distinetive feature of mankind

Language is the most distinctive feature of the human race. Language
is not a thing but a competence that every average human being
possesses. It is a unique competence that gives the speaker a
competence to create a novel sentence when he needs one to express
his thoughts.

Man discovered this linguistic competence many millennia ago, The
discovery of language is one of the three most important revolutions
in the history of mankind. The first was the discovery of symbols,
that is, the use of something for something else. It paved the way
for the discovery of language because language is nothing but a set

TEEE 303 | B




a5
L wEiw e 5
P

W20 | esifes s B soib

of arbitrary symbols. Thirdly, man discovered another set of symbols
to stand for the sounds used in language, so that he could take
language beyond time and space.

Language gave man a tool that no other living being possesses,
making him unique in the animal world. It is the most crucial line
that divides man and animal. Language made man the founder of
human civilization and culture.

However, we are born without a language. We all ery, scream and
yell but we cannot speak. Though we cannot speak, we have the
physical and mental capacity to learn to speak. As the infant is fed
hy its mother. day in and day out, the infant begins to imitate the
sounds produced by its mother. The mother and the infant begin to
communicate with each other in language. This language is thus
called ‘the mother tongue’ in English. In Sinhala, the mother tongue
is called “mevubasa’ or ‘mactrubha:sha:’

The mother tongue that every human being learns first is also called
his “first language®. All other languages that a man acquires later
are collectively called ‘second languages’. The mother language
becomes one’s most powerful and efficient medium of communica-
ton, Sometimes one’s mother tongue is referred to as the language
af his or her heart (hadabasa).

Language as a symbaol of ethnic identity

Secondly. the mother language becomes an important symbol of
ethnic identity. Neither blood nor physiological features help in the
wdentification of ethnicity. I call mysell a Sinhalese, not because of
my blood or my facial features, but because Sinhala happened 1o be
my mother tongue. If my mother was Tamil by ethnicity, 1 would
have learnt Tamil as my mother tongue and I would think of myself
as a Taml.

The mother language, being the most crucial symbol of ethnic identity,
gives members of that community a sense of pride and self-respect.
As a result, any attempt to harm, belittle or disparage the mother
language is considered an act of treachery and disrespect. The mother
language thus becomes not only the most powerful medium of
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communication but also a symbel of ethnic identity.

Maodern history tells us of multilingual nations that ran into conflict,
disharmony and war because of their language policy, Sri Lanka
and Pakistan are two classic examples of this unforfunate episode,

Multilingualism

Multilingualism is an English word that has origins in Latin: “multi®
meaning ‘many’, ‘lingua” meaning “tongue’ or *language’, and ‘ism’
meaning ‘the state’. Thus, multilingualism denotes the state of
having more than one language in use. On the basis of the number
of languages in use, English has created the following set of words:
‘monolingual’ meaning ‘of one language’. ‘bilingual’ meaning
‘of two languages’, ‘trilingual’ meaning “of three languages’ and
‘multilingual’ meaning ‘of many languages’.

Prof. David Crystal, in his book How Language Works (Penguin
Books, 2008) has devoted an entire chapter on "How Mululingualism
Works' (Chapter 63) where he says that “multilingualism is the
pormal human condition. It is a principle which often takes people
by surprise. If you have lived yvour whaole life in a monolingual
environment, you could easily come to believe that this 1s the regular
way of life around the world, and that people who speak maore than
one language are the exceptions. Exactly the reverse 15 the case” (p.
409)

He continues, “Speaking two or more languages i the natural way
of life for three-quarters of the human race. There are no official
statistics, but with over 6,000 languages co-existing in fewer than
200 countries, it is obvious that an enormous amount of language
contact must be taking place; and the inevitable result of languages
in contact is multilingualism, which is most commonly found in an
individual speaker as bilingualism™ (p. 409)

Multilingual societies, in general, use three kinds of language: first
languages, second languages and foreign languages. First languages
are the *mother languages’ that one learns first. *Second languages’
are those languages that are learnt after acquiring the first language.
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In most countries in Asia, English is the most common second
language. Thirdly. there are *foreign languages’, that is, languages
that are learnt along with second languages.

“A foreign language”, observes Crystal, “in this more restricted
sense, is 4 non-native language taught in school that has no status as
a routine medium of communication in that country. A second
language is a non-native language that is widely used for purposes
of communication, usually as a medium of education, government,
or business.” (p. 431).

In 5ri Lanka, Sinhala and Tamil are first languages: Sinhala used by
the Sinhalese. and Tamil used by the Tamils and the Muslims,
English is taught as a “sccond language’ while French, German and
Japanese are taught as “foreign languages’,

Sri Lanka has been a multilingual society from the very beginning
of its history. There were, at least, ten languages in use from time to
time. For that matter, the Sinhala language itself is the product of
multilingualism. It came into being six centuries before the dawn of
the Common Era, in our Island kingdom, by the amalgam of, atl
least, six different languages. What were these languages?

I. Vanga

The language was used by Prince Vijaya and his seven-hundred
followers who came from Vanga. It was a language that belonged
to the Indo-Aryan sub-family of the larger Indo-European family.
In the course of time, it gave birth 1o Modern Bengali and Bangla.

2. Language of the Yakkhas

The language was used by Princess Kuveni whom Vijava married.
She was a princess of an ethnic group known as the Yakkha. She bore
two children, a son and a daughter, and they grew up in a bilingual
family, where the father spoke Vanga and the mother spoke the
language of the Yakkhas,

3. Language of the Pandies

The language was used by the maidens sent from the city of Southern
Madura in India during the time of Vijaya's marriage. According
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to our chronicles, Prince Vijaya was requested to marry a maiden of
the ksairiva caste and messengers were sent to the city of Southern
Madura in India seeking the daughter of the king of Pandus. Seven
hundred young maidens were also sent from Madura 1o be mamed
to Vijaya's followers, All these families were also bilingual,
because husbands spoke Vanga and their wives spoke the language
spoken in Madura,

4. Language of the Kakkhasas

The language wis used by the ethnic group known as the Raokkfasas,
who were considered descendants of King Ravana. the king of
Lanka who defeated the Indian king, Rama, as narrated in the
Indian epic, Kamavana.

5. Language of the Mages

The language was used by the ethnic group known as the Nagas.
Our chromicles record that the Buddha visited the Island 1o settle a
dispute between two Naga kings, Mahodara and Culodara.

6. Pali

With the introduction of Buddhism in the third century BCE.
another Indian language was introduced to the Island. It was called
Pali or Magadhi, It was the sacred language of the Buddhists,
Buddha delivered his sermons in Magadhi, the spoken language ot
Magadha, which had become the lingua franca of the Buddhist
world of that time. Sinhalese monks were well versed in Magadhi,

In fact, the word of Buddha was committed 1o writing for the first
time in Sri Lanka in the first century BCE. Buddhist monks used
the Sinhala alphabet to write Magadhi. Pali was used to write
commentaries on the Buddha's word, and w compose epics and
chronicles. The two muin chromcles, Dipavamsa (Island Chromicle)
and Mahavamsa (Great Chronicle) were written in Pali,

The Sinhalese king, Kashyvapa V, who was well versed i Pali,
compiled a Sinhala glossary known as “Daham Piva Atuva
Gaetapadava’ based on the Pali commentary on “Dhammapada’
(Buddha's Words of Wisdom).
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Even today Pali is used in all religious rites and rituals in the Bud-
dhist temples, in naming Buddhist monks and temples. During the
last days of the Island kingdom, Sinhala Buddhist monks were
bilingual, for they used Pali when they communicated with Bud-
dhist monks in Myanmar or Thailand.

T. Sanskrit

The lingua franca of Mahayana Buddhists is Sanskrit. While monks
of the Mahavihara, the main Theravada monastery at Anuradhapura,
the first royal capital of this kingdom, used Pali as their lingua
tranca, the monks of the Abhayagiri monastery, a centre of Mahayana,
uscd Sansknt.

In the fifth century, the Sinhalese king, Kumaradasa, composed an
epic poem in Sanskrit, known as “Janakiharana’ based on the story
of Sira (also known as Janaki) as narrated in the Indian epic poem,
Ramavana.,

King Sena I, who lived in the eighth century. translated the Sanskrit
work om poetics, "Kavvadarsha'of Dandin, into Sinhala verse and
called it *Sivabay Alankarava’,

8. Prakrit

Praknt was another Indo-Aryan language studied by Sinhala scholars.
It was among the six languages (shad bhasha) that were studied by
Sinhala scholars, the others being Sanskrit, Maghadhi, Apabhransha,
Paisachi and Sauraseni,

9. Tamil

Tamil, spoken both in India and Sn Lanka, was in use from the earliest
times. The island was ruled by many Tamil (Damila) kings, from
tme to time, beginning from Sena and Gutiika, in the second
century BCE. The Mahavamsa records this episode thus: “Two
very powerful Damilas, Sena and Guttika, sons of 4 horse-shipper,
seized Suratissa, the ruler of the earth, and the two of them reigned
twenty-two years, justly” (Ch. 21, v. 10-11)

Ten years later, another Damila king, Elara, came into power and
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ruled the Island for forty-four years. He was considered one of the
most righteous kings who ruled our country.

In the sixteenth century, Tamil was considered on par with Pali and
Sanskrit. Tamul spoken in Sn Lanka, however, 1s different from Tanul

spoken in Tamil Nadu in India.

10. Portuguese
Portuguese was the first European language that came into contact

with Sinhala and Taml. The Portuguese introduced not only their
language but also thear religion, the Roman Catholic religion.

1. Dutch

The Portuguese were followed by the Hollanders, who spoke Dutch.
During their period many words relating to the Roman-Dutch law
came into the Sinhala lexicon,

12. English

English became the official language of the country since 1315
when the Island became a Crown colony of the British Empire. [t
remained so until 1956 when English was replaced by Sinhala. The
impact of English was two-fold: First, it left behind a brand of
English known as ‘Sri Lankan English’. Second. it produced a
brand of Sinhala, known as *Singirisi®, which uses English words in
Sinhala structures.

Even though Sinhala and Tamil, collectively known as ‘swabhasha’
(one’s own language or mother language) were made the medium
of education, the Tamils were unhappy that their mother language
was not given the same official status that was given to Sinhala.
This naturally led to political problems, which ultimately ended n
a struggle for a separate state. After many years of terrorist war, the
mistake was remedied, making Tamil also an official language.
Today, English serves as a link language that brings the two ethnic
groups together, until they learn Sinhala and Tamil as second

languages

Bangladesh had to face o somewhat similar experience, As Professor
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Emeritus Afia Dil says, “The Bengali Muslim leaders had convened
and established the Muslim League as a socio-political organization
in Dhaka in 1906 to safeguard the interests of the Muslim community.
This political party played a leading role in awakening the Muslims
throughout India, leading 1o the Pakistan Movement in 1940), and as
a result, the region became the East Pakistan province of Pakistan
as an independent nation-state 1 1947, But the problems of the
region became critically serious because of the over one-thousand
mile distance from the capital of the Central Government at Karachi
in West Pakistun and, more so, because of some seriously wrong
policies of the Govemment of Pakistan that were seen as a threat 1o the
cultural identity of the people. Their struggle for their rights starting
with the Bengali Language Movement soon after independence,
but especially after the tragic events of February 21 (called Eknushe),
1952, led to the Bangladesh Movement that resulted in the creation
of Bangladesh as an independent nation-stae in December 1971,
(Bengali Nursery Rivvmes, pp. 13-14)

National Development

Sri Lanka is now in the process of building a new nation where all
ethnic groups. the Smhalese. the Tamils, the Muslims and the
Burghers, can live in peace, harmony and integrity. In order to achieve
national development, sieps have been taken by many institutions
to build national unity through mutual understanding among speakers
of different languages. Accordingly, a Presidential initiative for a
Trilingual S Lanka has been launched with a view to spread the
competence of the two national languages, Sinhala and Tamil, and
the link language, English, among the communities at large,

The task of implementing this programme is in the hands of several
ministries, departments and commissions. Among the ministries,
the most important s the Ministry of National Co-existence,
Dialogue and Official Languages. The compilation of text-books,
trilingual dictionaries and glossaries of technical words is in the
hands of the Department of Official Languages. Complaints regarding
the implementation of the Official Language Policy are handled by
the Official Language Commission.
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Substantivist Linguistics in the Context of
Language Rights

Probal Dasgupta*®

Abstract

This article provides a contextalizaiion for the substantivisi schopl aof
thought (within formal linguistics but opposed to the Jormalisiic
approach) within the ierms of reference Jamiliar from the langua g rights
perspective that stresses the importance of education fespecially early
edwcation) in the learner ¥ mother tongue. This contextualization takes it
Jor granted that language education, eipecially what s known as
language teaching’ in general and English language teaching ' in
pariicular, counis as the dowinant enterprise in thiv domain and thay
therefore such discourse musi address i Practiitoners,

Substantivism is g linguistic theory that takes very seriously the
relation between spoken language and written language. In the field
of linguistics we use the term *substances’ to refer to the phonip
medium of speaking and the graphic medium of writing. Conventional
approaches in linguistics are formalistic. Their methods encourage
a focus on abstract forms, at some distance from the concreleness
of spoken conversations. Even though formalists claim neutrality
between writing and speech, their attention is focused on lexts, not
conversation. When they choose 1p uceept spoken material as part
of their data, they don't just write it down. they convert it into the
written mode, with all that this mode carries. Formalism leads to an
abridgement of the content of linguistics, and of its toolkit. It is the
resolve 10 reverse such abridgement that lies at the heart of the
substantivist programme.

*Protessor. Linguistic Research Unit, Indian Statistical Institute, Kalkata, India
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The first major unabridged approach to the study of language
emerged in the ancient South Asian tradition of inguiry whose
continuations arc known as modern linguistics. Panini (ownership
of whose legacy is contested between Pakistan and India) focused
on formal issues alone in his justly celebrated Ashradhvavi in order
o contribute formal devices to what was already an established
field of serious inquiry. He could not have imagined that the
substantive account of language, conversation and discourse in his
uncle Dakshayana's treatise Samgraha would disappear from the
surface of the earth, and that the community of linguists would
allow a drastic abridgement of their field.

By the time Bhartrihari was composing his philosophical and
grammatical treatise Vakvapadive., a thousand vyears later,
Dakshayana’s Samgraha had already become marginal. Bhartrihari
tried to bring those concerns back and to overcome the abridgement
of linguistic theory. But modern linguistics has steered clear of
the literary and social matrix in which language lives and moves.
When the linguists of the last couple of centuries have engaged
with the social matrix at all, this has been on the basis of an ad hoo
characterization of ‘prestige’ as an intangible quality, backed by a
socio-political ‘elite’, that enables certain words and forms o vanquish
others in some sort of struggle for cultural “power’ or *hegemony’.
Users of these nebulous terms. to this day, have failed to articulate
any viable coneeptual structures that help make sense of them. In
our times, only extremely abridged versions of linguistics have
becn available in the libraries.

South Asian culture, however. has proved its resilience in this
domain. Spontaneous and innovative work by Haraprasad Shastri,
Rabindranath Tagore and Suniti Kumar Chatterji, work that
inspired my teacher Ashok Kelkar (who forged a relationship of
mutual respect with Chatterji), has led 0 a new wradition of
unabridged linguistics, one that does not try to take words or sounds
out of their contexts and lock them into a merely formal game.
Within this new tradition, some of us have been working, with
snme empinical success, 1o set up sustainable terms of reference for
what has heen called a substantivist approach 10 the rigorous study
of language, literature and allied phenomena.
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At the level of empirical research, evidence in favour of substantivism,
and agamnst formalism, has been mounting. Even in the face of
evidence, of course, people do not easily change their mind. But it
is clear that the study of language is moving towards an unabridged
linguistics that will not shy away [rom conversations with
neighbouring disciplines, For activists focused on language rights,
it is imporiant to follow these debates,

Specifically. the conversation with colleagues in language eaching,
a field of particular interest in the language rights context, needs to
be upgraded. One view of language pedagogy treats it as a branch
of “applied linguistics’, On that assumption, the theory of language
would count as an autonomously pursued line of scientific inguiry
that happens to have applications including language pedagogy.
Such a visualizatton of how the hard work that language teachers
do 1s related to the ofien not particularly taxing work that we do in
linguistics has, entirely unsurprisingly, failed to lead 1o any worthwhile
conversgtion. Serious linguists — of either the formalist or the
substantivist persuasion — have never envisaged such a hegemonic
rofe for the science of language. Linguists have consistently argued
that school teachers who handle language and other subjects are
practising a difficult art, must find their fect at the level of this practice,
and should carry out their own gocial, cultural and theory-building
exercises at some distance from the science of language per ye.

My own take on this has been that such ‘language arts” as language
pedagogy, translation, liverary reviewing! commentary/ criticism/
analysis, the fashioning of sustainable language policy in
admimstrative, educational and other domains, and so on, are
worthy and autonomous pursuits, Their practiioners, institutionally
and individually, should not be asked to subordinate their initiative
and self-monitoring 1o a supposedly omniscient linguistic science,
However, the input of linguistic theoreticians does need to reach
the practitioners of some of these arts, for them 1o use as they see
fit, elong with other relevant input — intellectual, artistic, ethical,
logistic and paolitical.

What remains unclear in earlier articulations of this approach is that,
while teachers of langnage need not make a major investment of
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intellectual energies in grammatical and lexical study, this argument
does not extend to tertiary academics in the language teaching
focused vanant of, say, the Bangla studies or English studies
enterprise. Surely they should be studying linguistics with some
diligence. That they are petting away with not doing so has to do
with the fact that senior literary colleagues who hire them are not in
conversation with linguists, thus creating a waffic jam at the level of
academic discourse. The socially relevant upshot is that universities
are unable to send coberent messages to those who actually teach
languages. In other words, we in academia, locked into various
non-conversations, find ourselves in a stymied state of mutual
disenfranchisement. Conseguently. the input that language teachers
rightly keep asking for ends up taking the form of personal messages
— such as the present text — whose validity no community of peers
is in a position 0 comment on. When convergent knowledge
becomes undeliverable, you are stuck with divergent opinions.

Without further ado. 1 shall deliver my message now. The way our
public discourse encourages us 1o talk about human speech and
writing revolves around these entities — separate languages, called
by names such as Bangla and English and Malavalam and French -
that we treat as institutional givens. We are also encouraged 1o
assume that a child C is able to learn language L (namely, one of
these entities L-1, L-2, L-3...) only because others who already
know L are willing to teach L w C: and that when C grows up, her
adult knowledge of L consists entirely of material that she has
learnt, over the years, from other users in the L speech community.
But linguistic research has given us cogent reasons to reject these
common beliefs. We know now that a speaker of Bangla or English
who is asked, for the first time in her life, 1o examine such
sentences as (a) John and Bill bumt each other’s passports and (b)
John and Bill told Mary 10 burn each other’s passports, or their
Bangla equivalents (x) John ar Bilf pOroSpOrer passpart puRive
phelle and (v} John ar Bill Marvke pOroSpOrer passport puRive
phelte bolflo, will agree that (a) and (x) are legitimate sentences
while (b) and (y) make no sense at all. We know also that this
knowledge - elicitable from all adult users of Bangla and English —
is demonstrably unrelated to anything ever taught to them in or outside
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language lessons. People have far more knowledge of language
than they are ever taught, and this knowledge exists at a level tha
precedes and grounds the institutionally scparated entities labelled
as ‘Bangla’ or ‘English’.

Formal linguists often call that level ‘Universal Grammar® (please
note that, within the larger field of “formal linguistics’, substantivism
and formalism are two of the schools of thought). Perhaps more
needs 1o be said. One characterization portrays Universal Grammar
as part of every human child’s innate endowment. On that approach,
the expectation is that biology will, some day, explain how this fact
about the human genotype has come about. Regardless of whether
this or any other comment at such a general level will prove sustainable,
linguists have demonstrated that much of what child C picks up
when she acquires “language L" associated with “society S
belongs to Universal Grammar, the general human endowment —
not to anything that society § has built into 1s pedagogy that initiates
C into §'s culture, Thus, the commonly held view that discrete
human societies S-i, 8-, $-k are associated with discrete languages
L-i, L-j, L-k represents an excessively indulgent attitude to the fairy
tales = o the culturally constructed narratives posing as reality —
that children in those societies listen to as they grow up. That we
speak in terms of discrete languages English, Bangia, Malayalam
represents the kKind of surrender to local mythologies that can be
dramatized by imagining a world in which people do not call
England England, but call it Elizabethland as long as Elizabeth
rules and equally quaintly change its name 1o Charlesland from the
date of her handing the throne over 1o Charles.

Linguists have shown that discrete languages are as mythological
as thrones. Mythologies have their uses — we may find the royal
family of England very congenial indeed when one of ils scions s
all set to marry a woman of mixed racial heritage — but we would
distort our perceptions if we were (0 give them so much space on
our maps. Linguists have also shown that our touching belief in the
power of teaching fails to see the limits of teaching. Humans are
teachable only because they have a tree in their head whose flowering
takes the form of what we call knowledge, and “teachers™ help these
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trees Lo flower and bear fruil. The process of “giving” knowledge —
assumed in all our discourse of teaching someone and learning
[rom someone —is in very large part an optical illusion. To take this
optical illusion seriously is naive empiricism; linguists have done
more than practitioners of any other discipline to demonstrate that
natve empiricism is an untenable theory of how knowledge arises in
human minds.

Perhaps you have begun to ask how these ideas help vou 1o make
sense of the overall enterprise to which yon belong. But surely you
see, from the foregoing exposition, that ‘the teaching of L7 (where
L 1s Bangla, or Chakma, or Urdu, or English, or German) is a
phrase enshrining two fallacies? Have [ failed to convey to you the
claims made by the community of grammarians — that no such
bounded enfity as *Bangla’ or *English’ can be identified, for discrete
languages do not exist, and thit the “teaching” of a language is an
optical illusion? In other words, please ask voursell what makes
vou s0 sure that you know that there is such a thing as French or
such a thing as language teaching. If you have arguments to counter
the demonstration above (the one based on (a), (b), (x) and (yv)),
please formulate them; then we can have a useful debate. If you
have not formulated such arguments, please be patient and hear me
oul.

Ooviously, on a myth-loving planet on which people do keep calling
their countries Elizabethland and Charlesland, theoreticians who
have seen through the charade, but who have failed to persuade the
rulers to abandon the quaint practice of visualizing countries throngh
their queens and kings, are compelled to keep using these names to
humour their myth-drugged neighbours, We linguists need 10 reach
you and have no choice but to use terms like English and Bangla for
what you, dear members of the public, call English and Bangla.

When we guestion these names, what indeed are we suggesting?
You may be asking this legitimate question as vou read me. What's
in a name? Surely we are not asking you (o use other names instead
of English or Bangla or Malayalam?

No, we are urging the public and its rulers to see that the knowledge
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of language that grows in the minds of 1ty speakers eludes vour
naming practices. This is like the fact that if you build a house and
if you and the municipality agree o call it 25 Ballygunge Boulevard
- yes | know there is no such road, that 1s part of my point = then it
does not follow that a tree in your garden or a mango from your tree
can be usefully called a 25 Ballygunge Boulevard tree or mango.
Your address may help sort out ownership 1ssues, but the address
has nothing to do with any fruit, any stong, any bird there at a
fruitological, stonological, birdological level. Likewise, there are
no relavons between English verbs and English direct objects.
There is nothing phonetic to say about how English vowels and
English consonants hang togéther.

We are not urging vou to abandon the habit of naming your streets
or numbering your houses, or of making ownership claims on a
body of literature by calling it Bangla or English writing. We are
asking you o see how tenuous a matter such ownership is bound to
be, and to be more realistic about the give and take surrounding the
mangoes that grow m your garden at 25 Ballygunge Boulevard.
Waich the flow of fruits and appetites, and be reasonable. We are
urging you not to get hung up on the claim that these mangoes are
yours or theiwrs, or on the ¢lam that sepeyv 1s an English word while
shipeahi s a Bangla word.

Please see if you can build agreeably hospitable homes rather than
fiercely bounded fortresses, We understand that there are going to
be addresses for houses, and names for languages. Amen. Can we,
however, persuade you to open up these addresses and names? Will
you mve unto nature what 15 nature’s, it we give unto your Caesar
what is Clacsar’s?

Thus, suppose 1 grant, for argument’s sake, your visualization of a
houndable Hangla or Engliﬁh or Tamil or Urdo, and your nght to
build o proprietary wall around it and claim ownership on everything
within your fortress.  even grant that there is such a thing as “teaching™
in your sense of the term. In return, will you help me to build a couple
of little fortresses where yvou have been refusing to let any of us do
507
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I am hke other users of the neutral ‘springboard” language (a reference
to pedagogic experiments under way in some British schools)
designed to promote open, cross-harrier lexical calibration —
Esperanto, whose word-structure, as [ show in my 2011 book
inhabiting Human Languages: The Substantivist Visualization,
does for the notion of Universal Lexicology the work that the apparatus
of generative syntax does for Universal Grammar — in wishing to
have a Bangla fortress, a Hindi fortress, an English foriress, a Chinese
fortress. This is because educationist friends tell me experiments
show that, if a child gets all of her primary and most of her secondary
education through the ‘first language’ (the language whose walls
she is at home with) as the medium of instruction, then she actually
grasps the content of such schooling and grows up cognitively
healthy. In contrast — studies show — a child whose school uses the
immersion method, snatching her away from the verbal environment
of her home and forcing her w learn in a language not used in her
family, grows up far less secure in her grasp of what the schoo! tries
to teach her.

Dear readers, you are reading an academuc article in English, and
hitve perhaps done a lot of advanced reading, even looked at journals
at the language-education interface? Perhaps you have even read
my educationist friends or been to their seminars, and can recognize
them from my allusions? You then know. surely, that other friends
of yours who say they disagree never get around o refuting their
arguments, but kKeep running away from debates on these issues? [
conclude that children from Santali-speaking homes, for example,
need a Santali-first system of schooling and teachers who will show
them how to take pride in the language they speak. Will you help me
to build such systems for this subcontinent’s rich array of indigenous
languages in return for my willingness to humour your desire to
imagine a world of language-fortresses, and to help you to fashion
what you may wish to call an approach to the teaching of English
within a framework of applied linguistics, and derivatives approaches
to the teaching of other languages in a world that allows the eaching
of English to lead the way in this domain?

You think I am flippantly changing the subjeci? Gentle reader, [ have
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seldom been more serious, and seldom stuck to the subject more
closely. A. K. Ramanujan, shortly before he passed away, spoke to
me of lus finm belief that the impulses of modernity that had once
led South Asians to wield English as an instrument of their own
would also help them find their way back to their languages very
soon. He regarded these as twin sectors of the same enterprise and
was sure that even those South Asians who had become entirely
English-focused would soon sec the point. Are Anglophone South
Asians going to prove to be a far less perceptive community than
Ramanujan had hoped?

Oh. vou thought 1 meant an education devoid of English, did you?
To be sure, a reasonable education for children of the indigenous
peoples of South Asia has W connect not just with the idiom of the
home but also with whatever winds of the world need to blow 1n a
particular region. A regional language of wider communication,
and obviously English, will have to form part of the diet that
schooling must provide to our indigenous peoples. But the educational
experiments show that only if the academic content is provided
over the first few years in the first language and later in a judiciously
created bi- or multilingual cuisine, suited to the individual learning
styles of the children, can healthy cognitive growth be ensured
(Mohanty et al. 2009). Furthermore, the school needs to introduce
regional and global languages of wider communication in very
carefully calibrated ways if the fragile fabric being woven is not to
be damaged by callous and thoughtless handling.

Well, of course you are wary of such proposals after seeing what
happened in places where wonderful results were promised but
never surfaced. 1 understand your anxiety, and vour indignation; 1
recognize the need for a long-term post mortem process. What
happened in West Bengal, at least, has to do in large part with the
teaching of English initiated at the secondary school level. In a
scenario where such teaching is seriously planned, and the teachers
who deliver it are given thoughtful training and equipped with the
necessary tools, the policy format that West Bengal tried to implement
in the cighties does not become synonymous with failore, The
failure that hit some of us in West Bengal was in large part a
cascade effect, and you will never understand it if you do not take a
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closer look at what has or has not been happening in the premier
English language teacher training institutions of India, far from
Kolkata, but with grave eonsequences for the cognitive health of
West Bengal's children,

But this 15 only part of the diagnosis we need. Part of the problem
lies in the many educational milieux of South Asia where the
discovery of learmning — and the corresponding loss of faith in vertical
teaching — has yet to occur. Knowledge is not created by major
authors of books and journal articles and disseminated in watered
down versions through didactic pontifications in ¢classrooms where
‘good students” take notes 10 be memorized — contrary (o convictions
that the elite of South Asia and its descendants living in the west
abroad have never oulgrown. The emergence of knowledge takes
place. when it does, in the minds of leamers as they learn, and
teachers can help only if they are practised in the circumspect and
indirect maieutic art ol bringing such learning aboul. Major books
and journal articles are important, but only as sources of inspiration;
to tmagine that their content can be disseminated in any direct sense
is to seriously misread the traffic of cognition.

Ounly if our public begins w understand this, and to take seriously
what they understand instead of getting frothily agitated over
non-issues, will there be zero tolerance for classrooms where one
teacher is usked to teach more than twenty-five children at a time.
Obviously teachers have no opportunity to bring out anybody’s
learning potential m absurdly overpopulated classrooms,

1 suppose you will tell me you have heard this before. Well, have
vou, really? Influential voices pontificating recently about the
cducational scene in at least India — and 1 have been listening 10
them with some care — seem not to recommend zero tolerance for
overpopulated classrooms. The usual sermon skips fifteen steps in
the argument and mentions the abysmal poverty that causes rural
schools to funclion with just one teacher and a couple of hundred
children, and what have you. Now, we all agree that under emergency
conditions, which prevail all the time in many rural settings in
contemporary South Asia, teachers are forced to take emergency
measures in order to keep their cool, with often terrible consequences
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for themselves and their students. And we do need to find a way out
of this disaster. But how do you expect to get anywhere on that
front 1f you do not even begin 1o diagnose, 1 your danly gnping,
what 15 unacceptable about the middle ¢lass urban schools whose
administrations you are willing w pamper in order o get your
children into what you still conceptualize as a rat race? If our urban
public, by continuing to be thoughtless, keeps itself chained to the
same emergency level as our lamentably ensis-laden rural milieux,
and if articulators of public issues who speak to captive audiences
miss every opportunity to advise our modern prince 1o change things
in the cities so that our city-bred teachers can make a difference in
the countryside, then where exactly do you expect the positive
transformation to get started?

Oh 1 see, you now complain that the communication with me will
break down because | am losing my cool, are you? Well, your practice
in the art of complaining is of course boundless, and [ immediately
grant your point. Okay, okay, | lost my cool, please stop conversing
me forthwith. There is this non-linguist friend of mine thar you
seem willing to talk to — why not move to his writings instead, shall
we? [ do not even need to name him, many of you will recognize
him from my allusions.

In his most celebrated writings this friend of mune writes that the
oreatest wrinkle in language i< that it enables us 10 imagine what 18
known not to be real and in some cases nol even to be possible,
Those writings are in English, but he has published in Bangla as
well, and manages o non-fortress linguistic home. friendly and
open to all comers. He is known for keeping his cool; I am sure you
will enjoy talking to him. Permit me to suggest that you take a leaf
out of his book. He spoke of imagining. When your forefathers
moved into English. claiming 1o be using it against the Englishmen
then in power, they were imagining a world that used that language
hut was moving towards demonstrably Fair and sustainable ways of
ensuring linguistic, intellectual and affective welfare. Inheriting as
you do the legacy of such forefathers — and of such a foremother or
twio as well — you are surely able, and may someday be willing, to
imaging an open space, with the fortress of English lunguage waching
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replaced by a mingling of Englishness with humanness, and
endowed with a resolve to make English a means of inclusion
rather than exclusion. Without such a resolve, the field of language
rights 1s doomed o remain marginal in serious and implementable
policy-making. If my fmend's words move you into such a cosmos,
it will not matter that you listened to his words and not to mine!
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Mother tongue — Root of all Culture

Dr. K. Sreenivasarao™®

There was a time when everyone was very proud of one’s mother
tongue, motherland etc. Today, it has become fashionable not to
speak one’s mother tongue,

The life, the force, the vitality and the language we inherit from our
mothers are the builders of bodies and personalities. Very aptly the
language we imbibe from our mothers is called first language. Not
only numernically or chronologically it is a first language but also it
is the first language with which we start identifying ourselves and
the world around us,

Mother tongue is a tool, a nerve, a chord that connects one to the
culture in which one is born and enables one to express one's
feelings, emotions and thoughts. So, in more than one way, ong’s
mother tongue is the first step one takes in life.

Medical and other scientific researches continue to establish the
primacy and supremacy of mother tongue over the borrowed
languages. If one were (o acquire a language other than one’s mother
tomgue at infancy, it statter’s one’s ability to develop thought process
rapidly, enhance spatal awarencss quickly and communicate at
case with the people around.

50, it would not be an exaggeration if 1 were to say that one’ s mother
tongue provides one his or her cultural identity. A child connects to
his parents. family, relatives, culture, history, identity and religion
through his / her mother tongue. The case studies of children who
are adopted at an early age and the very young immigrant children

*Secretary, Sahitya Akademi, Rabindra Bhavan. New Delhi, India
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who find them in an alien, hostile land facing identity crisis prove
the protective side of the mother tongues.

S0, it is our duty to protect mother tongues which protect us. guide
us, shape us and serve us. But, today, in the urban spaces at least, it
has become fashionable to impart alien languages to the children at
infancy without even a single thought. It is fast becoming an
epidemic, the epidemic that is threatening 1o engulf and distract
millions of children.

The scenario also fast threatening to become a serious linguistic
environment 1ssue, as the decline in the native speakers will eventually
lead to the death of languages. In the case of Indian sub-continent it
is all the more sad and needed to be addressed faster because, most
of the Indian languages are ancient and rich in cultural and literary
heritage.

With the death of the language, not only the communication device
gets lost but also vast amount of information, history, culture,
scientific data about the world and the practices of religion get lost
forever.

Mother is a giver of life and mather tongue is a carrier of culture.
The connection between these two is inseparable.

Rapidly advancing technology and fast changing lifestyles therehy
are in the process of consuming us. The culture of contemporary
society is ong of a mirage. No doubt centain specific languages are
the best connectors in the globalized world. But, treating any
language merely as 4 tool for communication will be to our perl.

For the sake of posterity at least we all should reach out, buck the
trend and restore our mother tongues. For, culture lost is a life lost
and mother tongues are the very roots of our culture.
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Mother Langnage Based Education:
Digitisation of what and for whom

Dr. DP Pattanayak®

[n 1953, the UN issued a declaration supported by linguistic,
psychological and sociological research and signed by 200 heads of
States that Mother tongue is the best medium of elementary educa-
tion. No country has fully implemented it as of date,

The survival of the Universe depends upon the protection of its
diversity, What bio-diversity is to nature, language diversity 1s to
human society. Although the universe with 6000 languages is
diverse, it is divided in two parts: One Part, Economically, Politi-
cally, most powerful Mono-Modal Society, where as the other is
Multiethmic, Multilingual, Multiculiural Muli-Modal society, The
1st World which dictates the development paradigm to the world
results in development deficit in the rest of the world. The social
imequity results from this profit oriented corporate economy.

The two communist giants, USSR & Chaina and their satellites,
competing for technology which their Western Counterparts
mimicked and reinforced their consumenst life style. While adopung
trendy innovations they lost sight of whether the peoples * lives
could be enriched without erasing their cultural heritage and
whether the needs of the recipients are better served by non-trendy
low -and —old-technologies. They have reached the dead cnd.

India with 1.25 billion population, the 2nd largest populated country,
is the best example of universal diversity with its 3000 mother
tongues, 4000 castes and communitics, 4000 religious faiths and
believe, 65000 plant varieties and 45 (K0 animal vaneties is one of

* Founder Director, Central Institute of Indian Languages, Retired Additional Secnetary,
Giowvernment of Tredin
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the socially iniguitous countries where 79% wealth is accumulared
with 1% of the population. Mother tonguc is not only the medium
of grassroots communication and society  formation, It is the best
mdicator of social ineguity,

Education c¢an act as a powerful ool for reducing poverty and
unemployment. improving health and nutritional standards, and
achieving a sustained human development-led growth. (World
Bank 2004), Amartya Sen (2007) ecmphasizes inclusive rather than
divisive growth strategies. But the attitude towards mother
language determines the structure of education has not been properly
investigated and sufficiently explained,

The colonized third world countries of the world which are
multilingual and multicultural. were told that their languages were
worthless as languages of knowledge and of development and the
only language of knowledge and development is the colonial
language. Consequently in India. English was imposed as the
language of knowledge and development Regional languages are
downplayed and mother languages were ignored. Now we are treating
them as endangered languages and trving to retrieve them, Digitization
has became a handy equipment [or this purpose.

There language policy suited the education system they promoted,
which would produced limited number of educated who would help
them in governance of the sprawling empower and large number of
literates and school dropouts. As a result, the multilingual based
of the country began to shnink, Nacaulay's predication that the
system would produced generations who would be Indian's by
birth but English in manners and moral proved to be true.

In the absence of Language Policies, mother language is given diverse
uweatment in different states. In most cases, the majority mother
language is treated as the mother language of the State and the
minor and minority languages are ignored, Sometimes, mother
languages are treated as second or third languages in the education
system. We have adopted a new term “Mainstreaming™ in our education
vocabulary. The underlying assumption is disrespect 1o the mother
languages and through mainstreaming we elevare their status.
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In language instruction, bilingual and multilingual education are
strategies, The West accepted Bilingualism in 1961 and
Multilingualism in 2010, Since then discussion on these strategies
have percolated to the rest of the world. Mother language based
multilingual education found favour in Asia and Africa and many
research repomns are available on the subject,

Multilingual Education is not a wakeup call for rectifying deficiencies
in our education system. It is no the result of a policy. India has no
language policy. After the adoption of the Three Language
Formula, the Indian education system should have been declared a
multilingual system. That did not happen. Those who were promoting
multilingual education had christened the program as mother
tongue based muliilingual education. When Odisha and AP
followed by Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh wanted to upscale their
tribal education by introducing mother tongue based multilingual
education that multilingual education came to the lime light,
multilingual education came to be synonymous with tribal education
or minority education and was considered inlerior to the general
cducation.

There is tremendous confusion among intellectuals and bureaucrats
about multilingual education. Both seem to agree that many
languages are divisive and problematic. Therefore there is no need
o learn many languages. If they have to be learnt, they can be
spread over the system. Since English is the only language of
knowledge and development, it has to be taught from KG to PG,
Teaching other languages are for form sake.

While the outcome of the mother tongue based multilingual education
program was yielding positive results, the duplicity of governance
in supporting early English education pushed it towards decay.
Tribal schools were closing down due to non-availlability of
students and teachers. Children were wrenched from their parents,
from their environment and from their cultural settings and were
taught English in AC buildings in city schools. No wonder that they
were neither good at their mother tongue nor at English.

Tribals® live in areas rich with mines and minerals. They live in
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inhospitable mountainous areas in deep forests surrounded by
streams and rivers. They live in small communities. We need their
trees, stones and water for development, We need the mines and
minerals for industry. We need the streams and rivers in mountains
for generation of electricity. We need the stones for building dams,
roads and the trees for building houses and household goods.
Therefore they need o be displaced and dispossessed. Under such
trying circumstances there is no wonder that they would be the first
victims of the colonial conspiracy and give prionty to English
rather than the majority state language and the minority mother
longues.

Social equity and qualitative education is under mortgage among
all the stake holders.

Degitisation has many dimensions, Digitisation of manuscripts,
classical texts, Anthologies and archiving them is meant for preservation
of the language. Research on lext 1o speech and speech 1o text is a
natural extension of the programmer, Capturing oral, folk literature,
degitising and storing them is another dimension, Preparing corpus
from as many domains and disciplines as possihle captures the
totality of language. This with help information retrieval and
extraction, web search, text summarization! text calegorization,
sentiment analysis and machine tanslation, spelling correction,
natural language generation, speech recognition, speech synthesis,
dialogues systems are some of the possibilities of research and
application of digitization. These are meant to capture and preserve
the linguistic tradition.

Mother language is the key to development. It is the key to sustaining
democracy. It is the language of peace, non-violence and fraternity,
[ is the language which maintains diversity. Unless all languages
are bound by mutual respect and complementary relation, peace
and prosperity will be lost and survival of the universe will be at
risk.
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