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International
Mother Language Institute Project
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Background of the Project

Of the total world population, 4% speak Bangla. When Pakistan was bom in 1947, 53% of its
population spoke Bangla. But in 1948 the then Govt. of Pakistan tried to introduce Urdu as the
state language of Pakistan denying linguistic rights of the majority. The people of the then East
Pakistan started ]JFOICbh and agitations against this evil design of the Govt. About 5 years
accumulated griet’ and grudge of the Bangalees. the movement reached its culmination on the
Twenty First February of 1932; on which day on orders of the Pakistani rulers, police fired on a
peaceful procession of people comprising of students and common men. Salam, Rafique, Barkat.
Jabbar and many more embraced martyrdom. Many students. teachers, labourers, artists and
general public were arrested and tortured by police.

The language movement is the result of the uncompromising determination, sacrifice. dedication
and spirit of the struggle

¢ then Fast-Pakistan. People’s rights were achieved as a
result of unflinching attitude of not bowing down o the innumerable torture of the repressors. At
long last, Bangla was given recognition as one of the state languages. And this victory was
achieved by students. teachers, labourers-cultivators all sections of Bengali speaking people. The
struggle the Bangalees waged and the sacrifice they made to establish Bangla as a state language is
never to be seen anywhere in the world. To keep the prestige of mother language so exalted, no
nation had to fight so hard and make such sacrifices. With the independence of Bangladesh in 1971
through a great war of liberation, Bangla got its due national status and state recognition. Since
mdependence, various initiatives have been taken by the Govt. to raise Bangla language 1o its
excellence. Very few developing countries of the world have been using their mother languages in
all spheres of life as is the case with Bangla. Bangla is not only the state language: its use in Gavt,
offices and educational institutions 1s also compulsory. The Twenty First February is thus very
significant to the Bangalees. Every vear in the month of February a series of programmes including
‘Nationul Book Fair® are organized and observed throughout the country.

The struggle the Bangalees waged to uphold the exalted position of Bangla, attracted the attention
of the international community. A Canada-based NGO "Mother Language Lovers of the World"
and expatriate Bangalee community first submitted a proposal to declare the Twenty First February
(the day, the Bangalees made supreme sacrifice for state language status of Bangla) as the
"International Mother Language Day" to the UNESCO. The UNESCO in its turn opined that such a
proposal could be considered if it is sent by a National Commission member state of the
UNESCO.The then Awami League government under the auspicious leadership of Sheikh FHasina
immediately took the initiative to send a government proposal. Under her instruction Bangladesh
Government formally sent the proposal to the UNESCO on 09 Sept 1999, It was a long process.
Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina took pionering role in the initiative of UNESCO’s
declaration of "_1“‘ February as the International Mother Language Day. She sent a 7 member group
Lﬁw}@rﬁ‘%ﬁiak\g%lud by the then Education Minister A. 8. H. K. Sadeq, and provided appropriate
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aprapos guidance and supervision, The Honourable Prime Minister’s brave and timely steps will be
etched in gold in the history of the Bengali language.

The team of representatives sent by the Honourable Prime Minister as well the then permanent
representative at the UNESCO head quarters Syed Moazzem Ali were able to achieve success with the
strength of their merit and experience. The role of the muflilingual and multiethnic community of
Canada in the intiative to declare the International Mother Language Day was invaluable. | extend my
heartiest felicitations to this community including Rafiqul Islam, Absus Salam and the 10 member team
comprising members from seven races and seven languages and everyone invalved therein. As the chair
of the then Parliamentary Standing committee on the Ministry of Education I had the good fortune of
being involved in this historical effort. For this | feel very fortunate.

| The Bangladesh proposal was sent for consideration to the Commission Il by the Language Division of

[ the UNESCO. As a result of the untiring efforts and ceaseless activities of the group of Bangladesh
representatives, Commission IT of the UNESCO on 16 November, 1999 passed the proposal and placed

[ it before the General Assembly. On 17 November, 1999 the UNESCO on consensus of all member-

[ states declared Twenty First February as the International Mother Languages Day; and made it

mandatory for the UNESCO HQs as well as for all member-states to observe the day. The UNESCO’s

[ declaration brought rare honor for Bangladesh. Bangalee nation, people of Bangladesh and for the
Bangla language.

| A country occupying a very small space on the world map was bestowed such unprecedented
deferential treatment. The Bangalee nation remembers with deep gratitude and pride the story of their

| ancestors” great struggle and sacrifice "Ekushe February" the pride of Bangladesh and its international
recognition has proved once again that the struggle to achieve something great remains through ages

[ unforgettable. The UNESCO’s declaration of Twenty First February as International Mother Language
Day has entrusted a lot of responsibilities on Bangladesh and the Bangalees. Upholding and makin g this
rare honour more prestigious is keenly felt by all quarters.

Immediately afier UNESCO’s recognition of Twenty First February as International mother Language
Day, the Govt. of Bangladesh announced the following steps to be taken by the Govt.

a. Bangladesh will establish an International Mother Language Research Centre.

b. This Center will provide all facilities for training in all important languages; all the languages
will be stored and research work will be conducted for attaining excellence of languages.

01, Name of the Project : Revised : International Mother Language
Institute Project (IMLIP),
Duration:  January 2000 to June 2010.
Original :  Establishment of International i 4 D
Mother Language Institute Project. . ‘F ’_‘;?
- -d‘-‘ 3, 3
02. Location of the Project . Dhaka, Bangladesh. ff: i s
Fo A S
03. a} Objective of the Project ¢ Establishment of proposed International Mother i rg:
Language Institute and implementation of the )
main objectives of the institute in limited scale. ﬁ_‘f", c®
B A el

b)  The main objectives of the Institute are
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In recognition of the exalted position of the great Twenty First February as "Internation
Mother Language Day" by the UNESCO, the Institute will conduct research to develop, presers
and harmonize all languages of the world including Bangla;

To collect, preserve, analyse, review and exchange informations regarding various moth:
languages, alphabet, published books, cassettes, videos and CDs ete:

To collect latest information of all the mother languages of the world through computer ar

internet and to preserve those in a modern system as is done by museums and to open websi
on the internet;

To preserve, if available, information regarding languages that are now exiinct (with il
evolution of civilization);

To undertake works of translating the writings on science, knowledge and technology into oth
languages from Bangla and vice-versa;

To develop expertise, through appropriate training, for instant interpretation of lectures fro
any language to meet Govt. and non-Govt. requirements

To help the Govt. 1o prepare a Language Policy:

To induce people to learn various languages of the world by organizing cultural functions of
different countries;

To establish linkage with different universities and to invite language specialists of different
countries to undertake research works on languages including Bangla;

10. *Awards of Honour’ for distinction in the field of language & literature;

Activities

Introduction: United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) recognized
and declared the Twentyfirst February as the International Mother Language Day on 19 November
1999, So it is indispensable to adopt institutional measures for conducting researches on various
languages including Bengali, one of the mother languages of the world. With this in view, decision has

been taken to establish an International Mother Language Institute. The following are the functions
chalked out for the Institute:

1. To conduct researches on similarities and differences between Bengali and various other languages
of the world (that is, to conduct researches on the relationship between Bengali and Sanskrit,
between Persia and Bengali and between Bengali and such other languages).

[ IS

a. To conduct researches on the excellence of Indo-Aryan languages and on their inter-relationship.

b. To conduct researches on the aspects of changes of the Bengali language during the period

ranging from the old Indo-Aryan period till today.

g

To study and undertake researches on the traits of dialects in Bangladesh.

To arrange to collect data of and conduct researches on the dialects of Bangladesh (e. g. the dialects

of Chittagong, Sylhet, Rangpur, Dhaka and so on) and to prepare an atlas of dialects.
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12:

To collect and publish the folk-literature, folk-arts, music, stories, folk-tales and proverbs and
sayings of various dialects in Bangladesh.

To publish at least two six-monthly or yearly research journals - one in Bengali and the other in
English. Those two journals shall contain articles on various linguistic aspects of Bengali and other
mother languages.

To generate scopes for researches on old and medieval Bengali hand-written manuscripts to be
collected from various countries and regions. Manuscripts on Bengali written in other languages
will also be included into 1t

I. To collect samples of ethnic minority languages in Bangladesh such as Chakma, Marma,
Murang, Santal, Tripura, Garo, Hajong, Monipuri, Onrao, etc., and to make necessary survey
into them, and 1o publish researches undertaken on the traits and nature of those findings.

[ 2%

To find out the causes of disappearance of the primitive tribe called "Munda' from Bangladesh
and 1o discover affinities and differences between Bengali and Munda (On this context, to find
out history of languages of Munda and Onrao tribes).

a. To collect researches so far dome on stone and copper inscriptions of ancient Bengal,

particularly during Murya. Gupta, Pala and Sena periods and to make arrangements, if

necessary, 1o publish them through re-deciphering, analysis and evaluation.
b. To hold discussion on the traits of the arts called 'Bengal Art' of Murya, Gupta and Pala
periods.

To conduct researches on the changes of Bengali scripts (In this respect, mention may be made to
the Nagri scripts of Sylhet, to the writing of Bengali in Arabic or any other scripts in Chittagong
and various other regions).

To collect information aboul languages by using available modern information technologies like
internet, website, etc

I, To set up resource centres, learning centres and model language laboratories in order to offer
courses and traming on different languages,

12.2. To make arrangements (0 offer short courses, especially on English and Arabic for those willing

154
14.

to go abroad on job purposes and to introduce courses on the languages of other countries
including Malaysia, Japan, Taiwan and Korea. [f necessary, more new courses on languages may
be introduced.

To make arrangements Lo introduce courses and training on applied linguistics.

Ta offer a six or three month training to different groups consisting of ten or fifteen persons each
in order to collect dialects, to write, analyse and compile them into a standard language.

To find out and preserve the world languages that have disappeared and about to disappear.

To make arrangements, if necessary, o graphise those languages which have no alphabet of their
own. To use International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) for the purpose. Additional signs may be used,
if needed,

To review the methods undertaken in different countries of the world for studying, developing and
promoting mother languages and to ascertain whether those methods are applicable for the
Bengali language.
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To set up a link with the language institutes of different countries including Bangladesh or other
international organizations.

16.1. To establish a link between International Mother Language Institute and different projects of the

United Nations. To maintain communication with the United Nations Educational. Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and such other organizations of the world.

16.2. To establish a link with the oriental institutes, departments or faculties at different universities of

the world (In this respect, a link may be established with the School of Oriental and African
Studies of London University, the departments of Persia, Urdu and Bengali at Charles University
in Checkoslovakia and with the Department of Asian Studies at Chicago University in America).
As Indian Government has made grants to some of the universities of America for different
research projects, there are also similar projects financed by the Pakistan government, To take
steps to discover them properly and maintain communication with them for receiving grants from
them.

17. The departments of International Mother Language Institute through which its activites will be

executed are as follows: (1) the Department of Bengali Language — researches on the Bengali
language will be undertaken in this department and arrangements shall be made to produce and
publish particularly a complete grammar of modern Bengali; (2) the Department of Comparative
Study of Languages — this department will cover comparative studies on Bengali, Sanskrit, Pali,
Persia and occidental languages; (3) the Department of Dialects—under this department data will
be collected from wvarous dialects and those data will be analysed linguistically; (4) the
Department of Publicaton—this department will arrange to publish journals, booklets and
researches; (5) the Department of Information Technology—this department will deal with
Internet-Website; (6) the Department of Cultural Affairs—under this department, various
meelings, seminars, symposia, workshops and discussion meetings will be held, and special
researches will been conducted and seminars will be organized in collaboration with the Bengali
research centres in different countries and with the departments of Bengali, museum and archives
in the universities throughout the world; (7) the Depariment of Planning and Training—the
functions of this department are (a) to gather research materials of Bengali and other languages
from different countries of the world and to invite the orientalists of different countries: (b) to
make plans for future and accordingly organize training at home and abroad and to make
arrangements for exchanging trainers, (¢) to organize training locally in accordance with the rules
as prescribed in this manual; (B) the Department of Library— the functions of this department will
be (a) to collect all the works done so far on languages from those countries of the world where
such researches have been undertaken; if needed, to collect the xerox-copies of the books from
different libraries of the world; (b) to preserve the copies of the latest publications related to the
activities of the Institute and the reference journals, magazines, books published previously; (9)
the Department of Museum and Archives — this department will collect and preserve in different
media information about researches on languages in different countries, audio, video cassettes and
CD, etc.; (10) the Department of Archaeology — this department will conduct comprehensive
researches on ancient stone inscriptions, plaques. copper inscriptions, coin inscriptions, hand-
written manuscripts and other archaeological inscriptions in Bengali and other relevant languages:
(11) Administrative and Common Service Department; (12) Department of Finance, Accounts and
Audit. The Institute may, 1 necessary, create more new departments,
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18.

19,

20,

21,

23:

International Mother Language Institute will arrange ta offer memberships and fellowships to
various linguists and other intellectuals of the world.

To offer gold medals from International Mother Language Institute to two nationals (at least one
person) and one foreign national as a recognition to their outstanding researches on languages,

International Mather Language Institute will organize a reception ceremony once a year. In this
ceremony, those who will be awarded gold medals and those who will be offered honourable
membership and fellowship from International Mother Language Institute will be felicitated. An
internationally reputed scholar will be invited as a special guest to deliver a speech in this
ceremony.

To extend cooperation to those persons and institutes who are engaged in studying mother
languages and conducting researches on them.

There will be a very modern library in the International Mother Language Institute. There shall be
arrangement in the library to preserve books and periodicals on languages, ancient and medieval
manuscripts and other materials. Following the steps taken by the universities, museums, archives
and the departments of archaeology at home and abroad, International Mother Language Institute
shall adopt proper measures in this respect.

a. To make arrangements for offering scholarship for learning and teaching the languages of those
small races (e. g Chakma, Marma, Murang, Santal, Tripura, Garo, Hajong, Monipuri, Onrao
and so on} who kave no institutional arrangements for learning their own languages,

b. To arrange fellowships for researches on these languages.

To arrange foreign aids by making contact with the Department of Economic Relation Division of
Bangladesh, UNESCO and with other concerned organizations of the world,

- This manual may, if necessary, be revised and updated from time to time.

The Bangladesh government as well as Bangladesh Bank shall provide foreign currency in those
fields where it is needed for financial transaction and shall entrust the International Mother
Language Institute with the authority in expending such money,

HEANT .
LR,

1



|
‘8 15

i X T WirETEA Gifen Gae 999F (7 Jiege 959 @
g TG TG JEAH] S

499

kdcame Ma

40
Lk €

&




=2 GIgE THFE

AS A
wify i
gferre “iifde. . .

Iz TTEE I




Mo &

S
ks LSWie srik iE

+ M g
(i ke skt g RE®E




R T

TR

b

¥ = - T
PSSR e L

A TR SR T DN AR «x.f74's 8vg St

wreraa W3 Az T weeE uiE wfefd,

A SYFIE, HF-F1, TR o< ZeE

TAFAY HeHAT T
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